THE   SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

which was everywhere a tutelary deity.1 The
cabalistic signs, used by the priests for magical
purposes, were, most if not all of them, identical
with those in use in India, and in other Sun-
worshipping countries of Asia.2

How the combination of Sun and Serpent
worship reached these countries is uncertain. It
seems, however, to have prevailed, before the
introduction of Mohammedanism, over a great
part of the African continent. There can be
little doubt that it came originally from Asia, and
did not arise amongst the negro tribes. Some of
the minor deities, however, were probably of
aboriginal descent.

In China, and the neighbouring countries, the
worship of the Sun and the Serpent appears to
be the most ancient form of religion of which any
memory remains; and it is still widely prevalent.
It is associated, as in India and other countries,
with the worship of deified ancestors.

The Emperor of China is said to be the son of
Heaven, or rather of the supreme deity.3 He
receives divine honours while living, and after
death he is worshipped as a god-4

The Naga or dragon still protects the empire,

1  Skertchley, Dahomey,  466.

2 Ib. 470, 475, iUust.

3 Legge, Shu King, Pref. xxiv.-xxvi.
1 Shih King, Odes, p. 304 ff.
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